Human/Nature

Final Synthesis Paper 

Due: Tuesday, Dec. 8th at 9:00

In an effort to help you pull all the different ideas that we have been exploring this term together, you are to write a final 4 page paper (double spaced) that addresses the following question:

How do nature and nurture interact in the manifestation of human nature?  In other words, how do you explain human behavior through the areas of evolutionary biology, primatology, language and culture?  Please use specific evidence from the readings and your journals to support the construction of your ideas.
In order to tackle this paper, I recommend that you reread your journals from this term and construct a diagram that articulates how you are seeing nature and nurture interacting.  This diagram should lead you to your initial thesis.  You can include this diagram in your paper if you would like.  Then, look back through the readings in each of these specific areas to find quotes and supporting ideas to help build your conclusions and construct and sketch outline of how you intend to lay out your thoughts.  The kind of writing expected for this paper is similar to your educational philosophy paper.  While your personal voice needs to be in the paper, it still needs to academic not conversational in its presentation.  This is a tough subject to get your head around so I would begin working on it immediately.
An A paper will present a well articulated and plausible thesis which is developed throughout the paper and well supported both with personal insights and evidence from the readings.  Please make sure you address the weaknesses in your education paper—coherence, clarity, idea development, organization etc.  This paper is worth 10% of your overall grade.

