Human/Nature
Short Analysis Paper on Education

Fall Term 2009
University Studies Goals: Critical Thinking, Communication

Form:  Written Essay which follows typical essay form—intro, body and conclusion—with a clear thesis and clear, well-supported ideas

Style:  Word Processed, Double-Spaced, 12 font, Spell-Checked, Documentation Style (APA, MLA)
Length:  Three Pages

Due:  Tuesday, October 13th   

Using at least four sources—Colombo, Gatto, Friere, film clips, Einstein, Dewey and others—that we have read/discussed/watched in class, write a three page paper explaining and defining your own philosophy of education.  

Within this philosophy address the specific roles that teachers, students and knowledge and/or learning play within this.  Make sure to use concrete experiences from your own life to substantiate your philosophy of education.  In your discussion, refer to specific ideas (through direct quotes or paraphrases) raised by the authors you have read or film clips you watched.   Make sure your ideas are clear in relation to Freire’s discussion of banking and libertarian (problem-posing) education and Colombo’s explanation of critical thinking.  

It is my hope that this assignment will allow you to synthesize and reflect on the ideas you have pondered about education in order to help you construct your own unique philosophy of education.  I encourage you to reflect on your past successful educational experiences and what it was that made them successful for you.  Think of this paper as a contract that you are making with yourself in terms of how you want to experience your college education.

This assignment is worth 10% of your overall grade in the class.  

