Human/Nature

Nature Reflection Paper

DUE: Thursday, Jan 21st 

Paper Length: 3 to 4 pages double spaced/12 font

Using Pollan’s writing as a model, explore your own understanding of nature and/or its associated terms of land, landscape, lawn and garden.  Reminisce on at least two key experiences that you had in your upbringing that helped developed this attitude.  These could have been ones associated with family or mentors or ones you experienced on your own.  Make sure to recreate these experiences through descriptive language as Pollan does so that your reader can experience the world as you have. Finally, from these experiences, what are the key metaphors that emerge for you in terms of your relationship with nature and its associated manifestations?  Are these metaphors in agreement or conflict with one another?  Are you satisfied with viewing the natural world through these metaphors?  For example, remember how Pollan discussed his adherence to Thoreau’s ideas until they ceased to gel with his real world experience.

The goal of this paper is to 

· Use descriptive writing effectively so the reader experiences the natural world as you did.

· Explore through specific experiences the meanings and sentiments you attach to nature and the related concepts of garden, land, landscape, and/or lawn.

· Identify the metaphors you live by in association with these terms and how these metaphors potentially conflict or are incomplete.

